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On July 16, 1969, a rocket manned by three 

men blasted off from the Kennedy Space Center 

on Merritt Island in Florida. Its destination: the 

moon. In the midst of the Cold War, civil rights 

movement, summer of love, and the Vietnam 

War, NASA accomplished what was thought to 

be impossible.

The Apollo 11 mission put a man on the 

moon and was spurred on by social issues, 

political problems, and international tensions. 

Looking at the culture surrounding the moon 

landing, it’s amazing that it ever even happened.
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A’Lelia Bundles is chairman of the board of 
the Foundation for the National Archives, 
a member of the advisory boards of the 
Indiana Historical Society’s publication 
committee, and of the Schlesinger Library 
at the Radcliffe Institute for Advanced 
Study at Harvard University. She is the 
great-great-granddaughter of Madam C. J. 
Walker and lives in Washington, D. C.

Leonard M. Adkins has hiked more than 
19,000 miles. Almost every hiking season 
finds him on some new and exciting 
adventure. He has thru-hiked the full 
length of the Appalachian Trail five times 
and authored more than a dozen books on 
the outdoors, nature, and travel. He was 
honored with a Lowell Thomas Travel 
Journalism Award.

Chris Edwards, Ed. D., has been published 
in journals by both the National Council 
for History Education and the National 
Council for Social Studies. He is a frequent 
contributor to the science and philosophy 
journals Skeptic and Free Inquiry. He 
proudly teaches world history and 
Advanced Placement world history at a 
public high school in Indiana.

Don Lago is an award-winning writer who 
has published more than fifty nature and 
astronomy essays in national magazines 
and literary journals. He is the author of 
ten books, including most recently Grand 
Canyon: A History of a Natural Wonder 
and National Park. He lives in Flagstaff, 
Arizona.
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